
REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2007 
 
 

The regular meeting of the Hope Mills Board of 
Commissioners was called to order by Mayor Pro Tem Gorman at 
7:30 p.m.  Commissioners Luther, Smith, Legge, and Collins 
were present.  Mayor Dees was absent due to an out of town 
commitment.   
 

Others present were Interim Town Manager Bob Nicholl, 
Town Attorney William R. Davis, Parks and Recreation Director 
Anita Kilgore, Fire Chief Chuck Hodges, and Police Chief John 
Hodges. 
 

Police Chief John Hodges gave the invocation, and 
Commissioner Collins led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
1. AGENDA ADJUSTMENTS, ADDITIONS, DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA. 
 

There were none. 
 
2. PRESENTATION:  MR. JERRY THRASHER, LIBRARY DIRECTOR, THE 

BIG READ. 
 

Mr. Thrasher reported the Cumberland County Public 
Library and Information Center will present the Big Read, a 
five week long celebration of Their Eyes Were Watching God by 
Zora Neale Hurston.  Mr. Thrasher stated Cumberland County was 
one of 72 communities nationwide participating in The Big 
Read, an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts, 
designed to restore reading to the center of American culture. 
 He said The Big Read program runs from March 23 until April 
27, and programming is planned at various locations during the 
project including all public libraries, Fayetteville State 
University, Methodist University, Fort Bragg, Pope Air Force 
Base, and the Museum of the Cape Fear Historical Complex.  Mr. 
Thrasher stated book discussions, guest speakers, music and 
film screenings were planned. 

 
Mr. Thrasher presented an information sheet detailing The 

Big Read program.  Mr. Thrasher stated 1,000 books had been 
purchased and given to area libraries and high schools, and 
the Book Club kits contained 10 books each which were 
available for checkout from public libraries.   

 
3. MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

a) Spring Litter Sweep – April 14-28, 2007. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman read the proclamation and stated 
Mayor Dees had proclaimed April 14-28, 2007 as Litter Sweep  
Spring Clean-up in the Town of Hope Mills and urged all 
citizens to take an active role in making the community 
cleaner.  In addition, Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported that Mrs. 
Kilgore announced the Hope Mills clean-up day would be April 
14th and everyone was encouraged to meet at the gazebo at 8:30 
a.m.   
 

b) Volunteer Week – April 15-21, 2007. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman read the proclamation and stated 
Mayor Dees had proclaimed April 15-21, 2007 as Volunteer Week 
and urged all citizens to recognize the valuable contributions 
made by volunteers and to participate in and support their 
various programs and projects.  Mayor Pro Tem Gorman commended 
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the countless area volunteers for their faithful service to 
the Town of Hope Mills. 
 

c) Read To A Child Day – April 17, 2007. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman read the proclamation and stated 
Mayor Dees proclaimed Thursday April 17th Read To A Child Day 
in Hope Mills and called upon all residents to celebrate the 
joy of reading by reading to a child on that day.  
 
4. STATUS REPORT ON HOPE MILLS LAKE/DAM PROJECT. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported there had been a lot of 
progress on cleaning the lake bed and a majority of the trees 
had been cut and were being removed and mulched.  He stated 
there was free mulch available to the public and anyone 
interested in obtaining some mulch should contact Mr. McLaurin 
at the Public Works Department. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported that the BB&T finance 
proposal was on the Local Government Commission agenda for 
this coming week.  He expressed appreciation to Mrs. Register 
and Ms. Krist for their hard work preparing the information 
for the LGC, and stated the Board was optimistic that 
everything would go ahead as planned. 
  

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported that Mayor Dees and Mr. 
Nicholl recently met with Crowder Construction Company and 
stated the contractor was planning to begin the spillway site 
preparation by the middle or the end of April.  He said the 
construction phase would begin in May, slowly at first, but 
should be in full swing by the end of June or the first of 
July. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman opened the floor for public 
comments. 
 

Carol St. George, Dove Drive, asked what would happen if 
the growth comes back before the lake is filled.   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman commented the contractor stated he 
would return and clear any growth that comes back.   
 

Mr. Nicholl confirmed the contractor had stated if 
needed, he would come back for any additional clearing. 
 

Commissioner Legge commented he understood that 
vegetation grows approximately two feet per year.   
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
 

Jessie Bellflowers, 3819 Sturbridge Drive, addressed the 
Board concerning the importance of 800 MHZ radios for the 
Police Department.  Mr. Bellflowers presented a copy of the 
Homeland Security Grant to Mr. Nicholl, and stated now was the 
time to act and no further study was needed on this equipment. 
 Mr. Bellflowers briefed the audience on the available grant 
and stated better Police Department communication was needed 
to protect the residents of the community and those that 
protect the citizens.  Mr. Bellflowers encouraged that the 
grant be applied for as soon as possible.   
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In response to a question from Commissioner Collins, Mr. 
Bellflowers stated Chief Hodges did have a copy of the grant. 
 
6. CONSENT AGENDA. 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman presented the consent agenda and 
asked the Commissioners if there were any items they wished 
moved to the regular agenda for discussion. 
 

Commissioner Luther made a motion to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.  Commissioner Collins seconded, and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
a) Consideration to approve Minutes of the Closed Sessions 

(Sealed) November 15, 2006; February 5, 2007; February 
19, 2007; and Minutes of the Special Meeting March 17, 
2007, and Regular Meeting March 19, 2007. 

 
 Minutes approved as written. 
 
b) Consideration to adopt a Contract regarding the conduct 

of Municipal Elections. 
 

Ms. Louise Brigman, Administrative Election Coordinator, 
stated the State Board of Elections had advised all County 
Boards of Election to have written agreements with all 
Municipalities for conducting their elections.  Ms. Brigman 
asked that the contract be executed and returned to their 
office.   
 

A copy of the contract is filed in the Book of Contracts 
in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
 
 Contract approved. 
 
c) Consideration to adopt Resolution setting April 16, 2007 

public hearing for voluntary annexation #07-2, 1.33 
acres, located on the south side Elk Road, being the 
proposed South View Villas, property of Broadwell Land 
Company. 

 
RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON QUESTION  

OF ANNEXATION PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-31 
Annexation #07-2 

 
WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the area described herein has been 
received; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has by resolution directed the Town Clerk 
to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and  
 
WHEREAS, certification by the Town Clerk as to the sufficiency of the petition had 
been made; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Hope Mills, North Carolina that: 
 
Section 1.  A public hearing on the question of annexation of the area described 
herein will be held at Town Hall, 5770 Rockfish Road, Bill Luther Board Meeting 
Room #120, at 7:30 p.m., on April 16, 2007. 
 
Section 2.  The area proposed for annexation is described as follows: 
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1.33 ACRES TO BE ANNEXED BY THE TOWN OF HOPE MILLS   
BROADWELL LAND COMPANY 
DEED BOOK 6905 AT PAGE 6 
 
BEGINNING AT A POINT IN THE TOWN LIMIT LINE OF HOPE MILLS, SAID POINT BEING THE 
SOUTHERN MOST CORNER OF FLORENCE LUCAS AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 6523 AT 
PAGE 781, SAID POINT ALSO BEING THE WESTERN MOST CORNER OF FLORENCE LUCAS 
AS DESCRIBED IN DEED BOOK 4604 AT PAGE 471, SAID POINT ALSO BEING IN THE LINE OF 
BROADWELL LAND CO., THENCE FROM SAID BEGINNING POINT AND WITH THE LINE OF 
SAID LUCAS AND BROADWELL LAND CO. AND THE NEW HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE 
SOUTH 72 DEGREES 07 MINUTES 51 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 58.39 FEET TO A 
POINT;  THENCE WITH THE NEW HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE SOUTH 12 DEGREES 57 
MINUTES 08 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 450.93 FEET TO A POINT;  THENCE WITH THE 
NEW HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE SOUTH 55 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 51 SECONDS WEST  A 
DISTANCE OF 91.01 FEET TO A POINT; 
THENCE WITH THE NEW HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE SOUTH 20 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 37 
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 56.87 FEET TO A POINT IN THE OLD HOPE MILLS TOWN 
LIMIT LINE;  THENCE WITH THE OLD HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE AS SHOWN IN 
COMPOSITE MAP FOR HERMAN THOMPSON AND RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 93 AT PAGE 115 
NORTH 03 DEGREES 47 MINUTES 46 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE OF 303.02 FEET TO A 
POINT;  THENCE CONTINUING WITH THE OLD HOPE MILLS TOWN LIMIT LINE NORTH 31 
DEGREES 44 MINUTES 38 SECONDS EAST A DISTANCE OF 305.35 FEET TO THE POINT AND 
PLACE OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 1.33 ACRES AND BEING A PORTION OF THE LAND 
DESCRIBED IN DEED TO BROADWELL LAND COMPANY AND RECORDED IN DEED BOOK 
6905 AT PAGE 6 CUMBERLAND COUNTY REGISTRY 
 
Section 3.  Notice of the public hearing shall be published once in The Fayetteville 
Observer, a newspaper having general circulation in the Town of Hope Mills, at least 
(10) days prior to the date of the public hearing 
 
ADOPTED this 2nd day of April, 2007. 
 
 _______________________________ 
 EDDIE DEES, MAYOR  
 
ATTEST: 
________________________________ 
Phyllis C. Register, MMC, Town Clerk 
 
 Resolution adopted. 
 
 “END CONSENT AGENDA” 
 
7. PUBLIC HEARING: CONSIDERATION OF A PROPOSED TRAFFIC 

PATTERN CHANGE FOR DOVE DRIVE – DECLARATION OF RIGHT TURN 
ONLY ONTO N. MAIN STREET (NC #59). 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Gorman opened the public hearing. 

 
Mark Arnette, 3271 Glenmore Drive, stated his mother-in-

law was killed in an automobile accident at this intersection 
in December 2006.  He stated there had been many accidents at 
this intersection and a traffic light was seriously needed.  
Mr. Arnette stated that Hope Mills was growing fast and it did 
not have the ability to accommodate all the traffic. 
 

Bruce Pross, 5773 Dove Drive, stated that the Town was 
growing rapidly and it was outgrowing its current traffic 
patterns.  Mr. Pross stated he did not think a right turn only 
should be considered at this intersection in consideration of 
the residents, however, something needed to be done about the 
speeders on Hope Mills Road.  Mr. Pross stated he felt there 
were other options for the traffic situation and felt that a 
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traffic light at this location would be the best option.  In 
addition, Mr. Pross stated that Dove Drive was used as a 
thoroughfare and there was a problem with speeders.   
 

Carol St. George, 5755 Dove Drive, said that there was a 
problem with constant speeders in the morning and in the 
afternoons.  She said this had been a problem for a long time 
and the residents could not get out of Dove Drive onto Main 
Street during the afternoons up to and including around 8:00 
p.m.  Mrs. St. George said she was upset to know someone died 
because of the traffic situation, and asked the Board to 
consider a traffic light at this location.   
 

Dean Riel, 5798 Dove Drive, stated that declaring a right 
turn only at this intersection would be a bad inconvenience 
for all the residents.  Mr. Riel expressed concerns with 
speeding on this road and in the neighborhood and the safety 
of the children.  Mr. Riel suggested installing speed bumps or 
motion lights, and stated he would appreciate the Board’s 
consideration of another option other than right turn only.   
 

There being no one else to speak in favor or in 
opposition to the matter, the public hearing was closed.   
 

Commissioner Legge stated he brought this matter up 
previously and had been personally told by a DOT 
representative that they could not place a traffic light at 
this location.   
 

Commissioner Legge made a motion to petition the 
Department of Transportation for a feasibility study for a 
traffic control signal on Dove Drive at Hope Mills Road for 
the safety of the residents.  Commissioner Collins seconded 
the motion.   
 

Commissioner Smith read an email that was provided from 
one of the residents with a comment that was received from the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation.  Commissioner 
Smith quoted “there is no specific requirement for a minimum 
distance between traffic signals along the stated highway 
system.  In considering the need for a traffic signal, the 
Department does consider the impact on other traffic signals 
within the vicinity as well as the roadway network itself.”  
Commissioner Smith stated he did not feel the Department of 
Transportation would approve a traffic light at this location. 
  
 

Commissioner Luther stated she felt that this was the 
only alternative and felt it would be best to work with DOT 
and ask for their help. 
 

Commissioner Collins stated he had requested a copy of 
all the accidents from the Police Department and noted there 
had been 17 accidents at this location due to driver neglect. 
 Commissioner Collins stated he supported a traffic signal at 
this location, but cautioned all the citizens to please drive 
safely. 
 

Commissioner Smith stated he would like to clarify his 
position and he was not in agreement with a right turn only, 
but was in favor of petitioning the Department of 
Transportation for a traffic light at this intersection.   
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In response to a question from Mayor Pro Tem Gorman, Mr. 
Nicholl suggested the Board adopt a resolution requesting a 
traffic control device and a traffic study.  He stated staff 
could prepare the resolution to bring back for Board approval. 
   
 

Attorney Davis commented the Board needed to simply 
direct the staff to prepare the resolution. 
 

Commissioner Legge withdrew his motion, and Commissioner 
Collins concurred. 
 

Commissioner Legge made a motion to direct the staff to 
prepare a resolution to the Department of Transportation 
requesting a traffic control device be installed on Dove Drive 
at Hope Mills Road.  Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. 
 

Commissioner Legge asked that Police Chief Hodges 
increase traffic control at this area during peak times. 
 

The vote on the motion carried unanimously. 
 
8. CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE THREE YEAR CONTRACT WITH MELROSE 

PYROTECHNICS, INC. FOR JULY 4TH FIREWORKS DISPLAY AND 
AUTHORIZE DEPOSIT.  

 
Mrs. Kilgore reported that Melrose Pyrotechnics has been 

the Town’s fireworks vendor for the last seven years at the 
same cost of $7,500.00.  She noted this year they requested an 
increase of $1,000.00 which would make the fireworks display 
cost $8,500.00.  Mrs. Kilgore stated the funds were budgeted, 
and next year, 2008 the fee would go up to $9,000.00 which was 
an increase of $500.00 and in 2009 would cost $10,000.00, an 
increase of $1,000.00 for the fireworks display.  In addition, 
Mrs. Kilgore stated there would be a bonus valued at $875.00 
at no additional cost.  Mrs. Kilgore recommended the Board 
approve the three year contract with Melrose Pyrotechnics to 
provide the Town’s fireworks display.  She noted a 50% deposit 
would be required which would come out of the 2006-2007 budget 
and the remaining balance would come out of the 2007-2008 
budget.   
 

In response to a question from Commissioner Legge, Mrs. 
Kilgore stated that three bids were not required as this was a 
service contract.  Mrs. Kilgore reported that a few years ago 
staff solicited bids, but received no responses.  Mrs. Kilgore 
stated she was very pleased with this company and it was a 
good company to work with, and she had not been disappointed 
whatsoever in the fireworks display and in fact she had only 
received good comments.   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman commented that the contractor had 
done a good job for the Town for the past three years and he 
looked forward to having the fireworks back over the lake 
again.   
 

In response to a question from Commissioner Luther, Mrs. 
Kilgore explained the bonus product.   
 

Commissioner Legge made a motion to adopt the three year 
fireworks display contract with Melrose Pyrotechnics.  
Commissioner Smith seconded, and the motion carried 
unanimously. 



REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2007 
 
 
 

A copy of the contract is filed in the Book of Contracts 
in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
 
9. CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE CONCEPT OF PARKS & RECREATION 
 CODE OF CONDUCT.  
 

Mrs. Kilgore presented the proposed Code of Conduct and 
reported the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee had 
approved this code of conduct pending the Town Attorney’s 
review.  She stated Attorney Davis had reviewed the Code of 
Conduct and reported everything looked good to him.  She 
stated all concerns discussed by the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee had been addressed.  In addition, Mrs. 
Kilgore reported the Code of Conduct had been adopted by the 
Fayetteville/Cumberland Parks and Recreation Department, and 
Maxey Dove had been very instrumental in bringing this code of 
conduct forward and would like to see it implemented in the 
Town as well.   
 

Mr. Nicholl stated if the code of conduct meets Board 
approval, he recommended the Board concur with the concept of 
the code and direct staff to prepare an ordinance amendment 
and bring the amendment back to the Board for formal adoption. 
  
 

Commissioner Legge stated he had some serious problems 
with this Code of Conduct and just because the City of 
Fayetteville did it did not mean that the Town of Hope Mills 
had to have it as well.  Commissioner Legge agreed he thought 
the Town did need to have some rules and regulations in place 
but felt that this code of conduct as proposed was harsh in 
some areas.   
 

Following discussion, Commissioner Legge made a motion to 
send the proposed Code of Conduct back to the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee to work out better terminology. 
  
 

Following additional discussion, Mrs. Kilgore briefly 
reviewed the offenses and penalty clauses.  
 

Commissioner Legge stated he had serious concerns with 
the suspension rule that could not be appealed.  He stated he 
had reservations that there was no appeal process. 
 

Commissioner Smith made comments relative to defining the 
rude gestures or expressions.   
 

Commissioner Luther remarked that the Parks and 
Recreation programs were for the children’s enjoyment, the 
volunteers and the parents.  She stated that the department 
needed some rules to go by or the whole purpose of the 
programs would be lost.   
 

Commissioner Collins stated he thought the 10 days 
suspension was too strict and felt that some other discipline 
could be applied.  Commissioner Collins stated he did feel 
that rules were needed, but suggested this code of conduct be 
referred back to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
for additional consideration and recommendation. 
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Commissioner Smith commented that probably 20 years ago 
the Town did not need this sort of policy but it was needed 
now.   
 

Commissioner Collins seconded Commissioner Legge’s 
motion.   
 

Commissioner Smith remarked he felt some clarification 
was needed on the disgruntled expressions and rude gestures.   

Commissioner Luther commented she felt that all of this 
was spelled out in the proposed policy.   
 

The vote on the motion was as follows: 
 

AYES: Commissioner Legge, Commissioner Collins 
 

NOES: Commissioner Luther, Commissioner Smith,  
   Mayor Pro Tem Gorman  
 

The motion failed. 
 

Commissioner Luther made a motion to accept the Code of 
Conduct as presented.  Commissioner Smith seconded. 
 

The vote was as follows: 
 

AYES: Commissioner Luther, Commissioner Smith,  
   Mayor Pro Tem Gorman 
 

NOES: Commissioner Legge, Commissioner Collins 
 

Commissioner Collins stated the only problem he had was 
the 10 day suspension rule. 
 
10. CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE P&R ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATION FOR JULY 4TH (WEDNESDAY) CELEBRATION – 
PARADE TO BEGIN AT 10:00 A.M. WITH ALL OTHER EVENTS 
FOLLOWING. 

 
Mrs. Kilgore reported that currently the Parks and 

Recreation staff was working with the Advisory Committee to 
organize another successful 4th of July Celebration and this 
year the 4th of July falls on a Wednesday.  Mrs. Kilgore stated 
that since 2004 the parade has been held at 3:00 p.m., and due 
to the high temperatures, it has been requested that the 
parade be moved back to 10:00 a.m. as it was before 2004.  
Mrs. Kilgore stated the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee considered this matter at its March 27th meeting and 
voted that the parade be moved to 10:00 a.m. for the July 4th 
Celebration with all of the other events beginning immediately 
following the parade. 
 

Mrs. Kilgore along with the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Committee recommended the Board approve the change for the 4th 
of July parade to begin at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Commissioner Luther made a motion for the 4th of July 
Parade to begin at 10:00 a.m. as recommended by the Parks and 
Recreation Advisory Committee.  Commissioner Collins seconded, 
and the motion carried unanimously.   
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11. INFORMATION ITEM: CUMBERLAND COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEETING CONCERNING STREET RENAMING FOR THE HOPE MILLS 
BYPASS, APRIL 16TH, 10:00 A.M.  

 
Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported that the Cumberland County 

Planning Department had scheduled a meeting on April 16, 2007 
to discuss the street naming for the Hope Mills Bypass.  He 
stated that recent road improvements along George Owen Road, 
Bingham Drive, and Elk Road, has made it necessary to review 
the existing names for the three highways listed.  In 
addition, he stated the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation had re-aligned major portions of the highways 
that may lead to confusion with the general public and/or 
emergency services if the existing names are not clarified or 
changed.  He stated the change in process was due to the 
magnitude of the project and the number of agencies and or 
citizens it may affect.   
 

Mayor Pro Tem Gorman reported that Commissioner Doris 
Luther would attend this meeting representing the Town. 
 
12. OLD BUSINESS. 
 

There was none. 
 
13. STAFF CONCERNS. 
 

Mrs. Register advised the Board that the recording system 
in the Board meeting room no longer worked and could not be 
repaired without undue cost.  Mrs. Register stated she would 
be bringing forward a recommendation for an emergency purchase 
of a recording system that would be appropriate for the Board 
meetings.  
 
14. OFFICIAL CONCERNS. 
 

Commissioner Luther commented as follows: 
 

1. Thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 

2. Recognized all the volunteers present at the 
meeting.  She stated volunteers made the Town what 
it is. 

 
3. Commended the Police Department for the carnival 

and stated it was a fantastic event.  
 

Commissioner Smith commented as follows: 
 

1. Thanked Chief Hodges for bringing the invocation. 
 

2. Thanked Mr. Thrasher for the presentation on The 
Big Read program. 

 
3. Thanked all of the Dove Drive citizens who spoke.  

He stated traffic was a touchy situation in Hope 
Mills, and felt the only remedy to the problem was 
the decision the Board made to request DOT for a 
traffic light.  He asked that the Police Department 
increase their coverage of this area.  Commissioner 
Smith stated that the Town was growing and the 
Police Department needed to grow as well. 
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4. Thanked Mr. Bellflowers for his comments regarding 
the 800 MHZ radios, and stated this was something 
the Board needed to look into.   

 
5. Thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 

 
6. Invited everyone to the Life of Christ drive-thru 

  at the South View Baptist Church Thursday through 
  Saturday. 
 
Commissioner Legge commented as follows: 
 

1. Thanked everyone for attending and participating in 
the meeting. 

 
2. Thanked Mr. Thrasher and Ms. Olsen with the library 

system for the presentation. 
 

3. Stated the Police Department carnival was a good 
event and he understood the proceeds for the Police 
Department was very good. 

 
4. Stated he was interested in a 800 MHZ radio system 

for the Police Department and the officers needed 
this as well in their vehicles. 

 
5. Thanked Mayor Pro Tem Gorman for presiding at the 

meeting. 
 

6. Reminded everyone of the Easter Sunrise Service at 
the lake Sunday at 7:00 a.m. 

 
7. Thanked the Dove Drive area residents for speaking 

at the meeting and stated the Board wanted what was 
best for everybody.  He said he hoped the DOT would 
assist the Town with a traffic control measure in 
this area. 

 
Commissioner Collins commented as follows:  
 

1. Thanked everyone for attending the meeting. 
 

2. Complimented the library staff and said they were 
doing a great job. 

 
3. Expressed appreciation to the Dove Drive residents 

and cautioned them to be very careful in this area. 
 

4. Stated he hoped Chief Hodges would apply for the 
grant for the equipment.  He said the Hope Mills 
Police Department had one of the worst 
communication systems in the state and the 800 MHZ 
radio system was needed.  He asked that this grant 
be brought to the Manager and the Town Board.  
Commissioner Collins stated he was in favor of the 
800 MHZ radio system.  

 
5. Asked Mr. Nicholl and Mrs. Kilgore to look at the 

swimming area at the lake.  He stated the docks and 
pier were rotten, and the replacements needed to be 
budgeted. 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Gorman commented as follows: 



REGULAR MEETING, MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2007 
 
 
 

1. Stated he appreciated Mr. Bellflowers’ comments on 
the 800 MHZ system. 

 
2. Thanked the Dove Drive residents for speaking and 

stated he appreciated their concerns.  He said he 
hoped the Town could get something done at this 
intersection. 

 
3. Announced that Dr. Dennis Sheppard had received the 

Boy Scouts of America Hope Mills Distinguished 
Citizen Award which was very well deserved. 

 
4. Stated the new Finance Director Jeff Saleeby 

started today and read a brief bio.  He said he was 
glad to have Jeff with the Town and he would be a 
great asset to the Town. 

 
5. Commended the Police Department for the carnival 

and stated it was a great event and extremely well 
attended. 

 
6. Stated the Easter Festival on Saturday was great 

and the kids had a great time. He expressed 
appreciation to the Parks and Recreation Department 
and staff, the Kiwanis Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce and stated he appreciated everyone’s hard 
work. 

 
7. Stated the Town’s annual clean–up day for Litter 

Sweep would be Saturday, April 14th, and encouraged 
everyone to meet at the gazebo at 8:30 a.m.  He 
stated he hoped the Board would by consensus agree 
to clean up the same road as they did last year and 
encouraged everyone to participate. 

 
8. Expressed condolences to the family of Emily Deaver 

West, a life long Hope Mills resident, who passed 
away last week. 

 
9. Stated it was almost time for baseball season and 

wished good luck to the players, parents, and 
coaches and said he hoped everyone had a great 
season. 

 
10. Briefly reviewed the February monthly activities 

report for the Police Department. 
 
15. ADJOURNMENT. 
 

At 9:05 p.m., upon a motion by Commissioner Smith, 
seconded by Commissioner Luther and unanimously carried, the 
meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 _____________________________ 

BOB GORMAN, MAYOR PRO TEM 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Phyllis C. Register, MMC, Town Clerk 
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