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MANAGER'S CORNER
The dog days of Summer are in full effect. Though we all
have been forced to change our daily lives and adapt,
perhaps the positive takeaway is realizing this trying time
has forced us to get outside more; to exercise, get fresh air,
maintain a healthy lifestyle, seek new avenues to reduce
stress, and most importantly: enjoy the little things, like the
summer sunsets. Though everyday won't be easy, lets
work together to maintain positivity and move forward.
Town staff will continue their dedicated efforts to provide
the best service possible to residents. Stay safe, friends.

COVID-19
SAFETY TIPS
Pay Attention to Your Reactions: It is
normal to experience stress, anger, anxiety
and fear during a crisis. Being aware of your
reactions can help you decide what you
need to cope with these feelings.
Be Kind to Each Other: COVID-19 doesn't
recognize race, nationality, or ethnicity.
Wearing a mask does not mean a person is
ill. Being compassionate is the best thing
we can do for ourselves and our community.
Take a Break + Relax: There is life outside
of the current crisis. Make sure to schedule
a break and relax or do things you enjoy.
Different coping strategies work for
different people, use what has worked for
you in previous times of stress.
Maintain a Healthy Routine: It is important
to maintain your regular schedule for
sleeping, eating, working, and socializing.
Don't use smoking, alcohol or other drugs
to cope with your stress.
Limit Information: Too much information
leads to overload and stress so try to limit
your exposure to news and information
regarding the virus.

MAYOR'S

Corner
I pray as we strive to protect our most vulnerable
citizens, that everyone respects their neighbor by
doing what medical experts and governing leaders
are requesting us all to do. Our public servants
don't stop in a time of crisis. Our Hope Mills Police
Department, our Fire Department and all other
essential team staff continue working and are here
for you.
Please remember the social distancing rules when using the parks and greenspace - to wear a
mask in public places and to wash your hands regularly. Each of us has learned a little more of
the importance of "loving our neighbor" these past few weeks. Pray for leaders at all levels
who must make difficult decisions during this time...as this is a true definition of neighborly
love.
Jackie Warner
Mayor

EMPLOYEE

Spotlight

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

COVID-19, Stay-at-home orders, and hurricanes all seem to be at the forefront in many people's
minds. With all the uncertainty, our worlds have been turned on their collective heads and people
are trying to find the "new normal." During this entire time of change, the Public Works
Department has continued daily to take care of our Town.
The Sanitation workers are out there collecting yard waste and furniture while coordinating trash
and recycling services with Waste Management. The Street Department has continued to make
asphalt repairs, by the ton, as well as worked with the Stormwater Department to maintain the
Town's drainage system. Following a major weather event, these departments are at the forefront,
working hand in hand, as they diligently work to clear the streets and remove storm debris. The
Building and Grounds crews have continued with building maintenance and grounds upkeep, as
well as sanitizing our facilities for public use. Supporting all these crews is the Service Garage.
They keep the Town's fleet of vehicles and equipment running to ensure our residents
continuously receive the services offered.
The Public Works Department is small, but a strong and dedicated group of people. The pandemic
and Hurricane Isaias remind us that regardless of the situation, they are constantly behind the
scenes, "Taking Care of the Town."

WE THANK EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR PUBLIC WORKS TEAM FOR ALL THEY DO!

COMMUNITY MEETING

Policing and Criminal Justice Reform
A virtual meeting, via Zoom hosted by Senator Kirk deViere, was held on July 14th with local area leaders.
The purpose of the meeting was to begin discussions on bridging divides in our community. Prompted by
the senseless death of George Floyd, this topic has been long since overdue for discussion.
Those in attendance were Senator Kirk deViere, Mayor Jackie Warner, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Kenjuana
McCray, Town Manager Melissa Adams, Town Clerk Jane Starling, Police Chief Joel Acciardo, City of
Fayetteville Human Relations Director Dr. Anthony Wade, Fayetteville-Cumberland Human Relations
Commission Vice-Chair Eric Olson, City of Fayetteville Assistant Manager Angel Wright-Lanier, Mission
Field Ministries Pastor Michael Mathis, Rock Spring AME Zion Church Pastor Dwight Neely and Hope
Mills resident Tara Blue.
Topics of discussion included:
How the "System" works; Police, Cumberland County District Attorney, Judges, etc. and their roles, as well as
State Representatives' roles in criminal justice reform.
Police - Community Relations
Police initiatives - what parts of "8 Can't wait" are we currently practicing and what can be added.
Where do we go from here - Community Partners response to problem
Do our community partners offer racial and equity or cultural sensitivity training?! Feasibility of providing.

Fayetteville-Cumberland Human Relations Director Dr. Anthony Wade and Human Relations Commission
Vice-Chair Eric Olson offered to partner with the Town to provide future Police-community training.
Pastor Michael Mathis offered to provide his church as a space to facilitate future community training.
An in-person follow-up/planning meeting was held on Tuesday, July 28th at VFW Post 10630 with Mayor
Warner, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. McCray, Police Chief Joel Acciardo, City of Fayetteville Human Relations
Director Dr. Anthony Wade, Fayetteville-Cumberland Human Relations Commission Vice-Chair Eric
Olson, Mission Field Ministries Pastor Michael Mathis, Rock Spring AME Zion Church Pastor Dwight Neely
and members of the Veterans Affairs Committee Grilley Mitchell and Bill Greene in attendance. They hope
to be able to hold community training at Pastor Mathis' Church soon with Dr. Wade and Mr. Olson leading
that training that will be based on the film The Hate You Give.
WE THANK SENATOR DEVIERE AND OUR FELLOW COMMUNITY LEADERS FOR THEIR
PARTICIPATION IN THIS DISCUSSION AND FOR LEADING THE HARD DISCUSSIONS

TOWN STREETS/DOT ROADS

Littering and Clean-Up
At the July 20th Board of Commissioners meeting Town Manager Adams provided the following
update from the North Carolina Department of Transportation due to concerns regarding the
amount of litter and unkempt grass/weeds on Camden Road and Main Street intersection as well
as George Owen and Hope Mills Road which are state maintained roadways:
"Due to COVID and budget issues, our response times and operational efforts have been delayed.
Our Roadside Environmental Unit expects to be able to spray the worst areas in the next couple of
weeks and has mowing operations (via private contractor) underway. We have had to reduce the
number of mowing cycles, which will mean our roadsides will not appear to be as well-kept as they
do in typical years.
Litter pickup is performed by our Maintenance forces and it has been hindered as well.
I wish I had a better response for you, but we do appreciate the Town’s patience and
understanding while we are working through these times. Please let me know if you need
something additional."
The N.C. Department of Transportation's Sponsor-A-Highway Program provides businesses,
organizations and individuals the opportunity to sponsor litter removal on North Carolina
roadsides while also advertising their company name. The public-private partnership includes
service providers that are responsible for marketing, securing sponsors, installing and maintaining
signs and removing and disposing of litter using their own crews.
In return for contracting with one of the service providers to clean a one-mile segment of
roadway, an acknowledgement panel identifying the sponsor is attached to a Sponsor-A-Highway
Program Sign. For more information visit :
https://www.ncdot.gov/initiatives-policies/environmental/adoptahighway/Pages/default.aspx
The Town also offers an Adopt -A-Street Program. Please read on for the rules and guidelines.

LETS WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR TOWN BEAUTIFUL
DO YOUR PART BY NOT LITTERING!
Make use of proper garbage and recycling receptacles
Volunteer to clean-up our roadways and/or adopt a street and encourage others
around you to do the same
Remember what you're throwing into the roadways/ditches pollutes a watershed - the water that
eventually enters water bodies leading to the Cape Fear River. That polluted water damages,
wildlife, impacts the economy, and increases flooding & drought

The Atlantic Hurricane Season runs
from June 1 - November 30.
While devastating hurricanes can occur
anytime during those months, peak
hurricane season is mid-August to late
October. The Storm Preparation Guide
is available on our website,
www.townofhopemills.com under
Helpful Links.

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE: WATCH VS. WARNING
WARNING: A warning is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is
occurring, imminent or likely. A warning means weather conditions pose a threat to
life or property. People in the path of the storm need to take protective action as
tropical storm/hurricane conditions are expected within 36 hours.
WATCH: A watch is used when the risk of a hazardous weather or hydrologic event
has increased significantly, but its occurrence, location or timing is still uncertain. A
watch means that hazardous weather is possible. People should have a plan of
action in case a storm threatens and they should listen for later information and
possible warning, especially when planning travel or outdoor activities. Tropical
storm/hurricane conditions are possible within 48 hours.
ADVISORY: An advisory is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is
occurring, imminent, or likely. Advisories are less serious conditions than warnings,
that cause significant inconvenience and if caution is not exercised, could lead to
situations that may threaten life or property.
OUTLOOK: An outlook is issued when a hazardous weather or hydrologic event is
possible in the next week. Outlooks are intended to raise awareness of the potential
for significant weather that could lead to situations that may threaten life or
property.

TRUSTED SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

National Weather Service Raleigh
nw

